LAST TERM IN CONGRESS          283

The surplus revenue which the government
received, and which was one reason for the
President's proposed reduction of the tariff, led
to many schemes of lavish expenditure. One of
the most striking of all the proposals was the
measure for refunding the direct tax which had
been levied in 1861. Naturally but little of this
tax had been collected from the southern States.
The northern States would receive back prac-
tically all of the $17,000,000 which they had
paid, while the South would enjoy merely the
remission of a tax which no one supposed would
ever be collected. Southern representatives,
with some help from the North, opposed the
measure.326

Ten minutes were allowed to General "Weaver
during the debate upon the bill on December 12,
1888. He could not see his way clear to support
it, and proceeded to give some of the reasons
for his opposition. The direct tax was "law-
fully levied for a patriotic purpose". The
proposition to refund was simply one "to do-
nate the money to the various States''; and he
denied "the existence of any constitutional
authority to make such a donation." It was
claimed in Iowa during the campaign that the
State was in debt, and that the $400,000 it would
get in this way would enable it to pay its debt
without taxing the people in the usual way.
To this argument Weaver replied that however